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LATE        IT  E  W  S 

The  Belgian  Government  has  restored  to  private  channels  trade  in  all 
grains  except  wheat.     Importers  of  cereals  other  than  wheat  will  obtain 
■foreign  exchange  by  declaration  instead  of  license.    Economic  Missions 
will  purchase  these  grains  only  if  the  Belgian  market  is  insufficiently 
supplied.    Belgium  was  the  second  largest  U.S.  market  for  corn  before 
World  irYar  II.     Recently,  Belgian  private  traders  have  purchased  corn  from 

Hungary  and  Yugoslavia, 

i  •  •  .  -  ■.  .  . 

Canadian  exports' "of  slaughter  and  feeder  cattle  to  the  United  States 
for  the  week  ending  December's,  totaled  7, 59U  head  compared  with  6,858 
for  the  previous  week,  bringing  the  total  to  232,906  head  since  August  16. 
Beef  and  veal  exports  for  the  'week  ending  December  1.;.,  totaled  5*113*921 
pounds  compared  with  la,l|.35, 7^2  pounds  the  previous  week,  bringing  the 
total  to  date  to  73*Ol|3*Ull  pounds*  ••  . 

The  second  official  'estimate  places  Egypt  ' s  I9I+8  cotton  crop  at 

1,772*000  bales 'Compeared  with  the  f irst-  -estimate  of  1,722,000  and  a  final 

Estimate  of  l„.3l'j-#P-QQ  .*P£  ,\9b-7.:  . .  Host ;  of  the  increase  was  in  tiie  Ashmouni 

and  Zagora  varieties,  the  shortest  of  the-  Egyptian  staples.    The  second 

19^8  estimate  includes  1+63,000  ba"les  of  extra  long  staple  cotton,  2/|i|,000 

of  which  were  of  the  Karnak  variety.    All  except  about  60,000  bales,  of 

the  remaining  1,289,000  bales  are  Asiimouni  and  Zagora.     The  19-'+7  estimate 
includes  30U* 000  bales  of  extra  long  staple,  above  1-3/8  inches  (267,000 
of  which  is  Karnak),  30,000  bales  1-l/U  to  I-3/8  inches,  956,000  of  Ashmouni 
and  Zagora  l-l/8  to  1— 1/1+  inches,  and  30,000  of  unclassed  cotton  (scarto). 
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WORLD  SOYBEAN  PRODUCTION  ESTABLISHES  NEW  RECORD  1'/ 

Indications  point  to  a  new  record  in  world  soybean  production.  A 
preliminary  estimate  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
places  the  1948  output  at  approximately  575  million  bus-he  is .    The  revised 
estimate  for  1947  is  503*3  million  bushels  .'   The  United  States ,  t he- 
second  largest  producer,  and  Canada  harvested  record  crops.  Increases 
over  ,1947  also  occurred  in  China,  the  principal  producer,  and  in  a 
number  of  other  countries.    On  the  other  hand,  the- Manchurian  crop  is 
smaller.  '  -; 

Canadian  farmers  have  harvested  their  largest  soybean  crop .  The' 
November  estimate  was  i.'7  million  bushels  of  soybeans  from  9^ , 000  acres 
compared  with  1.1  million  bushels  (revised)  and  6l, 000 : acres  in  19'47« 
Ontario  is  the  only  province  reporting  commercial  production  at  this 
time .  ' .  :  *   •  -.  - 

The  Canadian  Government  is  desirous  of  increasing  soybean  production 
sufficiently  to  replace  imports  of  edible  oils.    The  Ontario  Agricultural 
College  has" done  considerable  extension  work  with  farmers  in  promoting- 
soybean  culture. 

During  the  1947-48  crop  year  (August-July)  Canada  imported  1,075,000 
bushels  of  soybeans,  5,876,200  pounds  of  oil  (653,000  bushels  in  terms 
of  beans),  2,800,000  pounds 'of  soybean  flour,  and  24  ,-200, 000  pounds  of 
cake  and  meal,  all  from  the  United  States  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
beans  from  China.    Soybean  prices  at  Toronto  were  around  $2.25  per 
bushel  in  October,  $1.00  less  than  a  year  earlier. 

United  States  1948  soybean  production,  estimated  at  210.5  million 
bushels  on  November  l,-is  a  record  for  this  country,  surpassing  the 
previous  peak  output  ( 1946) "  by  almost  5  percent  and  the  I947  outturn  by 
16  percent.    This  year's  soybean  crop  was  harvested  from  9*9  million 
acres,  more  than  1  million  less  than  in  1947,  but  the  yield  of  21.3- 
bushels  per  acre  was  the  highest  yet  attained.    Illinois  with  a  yield 
of  24  bushels' accounted  for  well  over  a  third  of  the  total.  Indiana 
and  Iowa  also  had  exceptionally  large  yields. 

The  1948  soybean  production  in  European' countries  appears  to  have 
been  negligible.    Hungary  reports  a  crop  of  90,000  bushels,  11  percent 
above  that  of  1947 .    Italian  soybean  production  was  only  103,000  bushels 
compared  with  150,000  last  year. 

According  to  recent  information,  Asiatic  soybean  crops  are  larger 
than  in  recent  years  but  not  equal  to  prewar  output  except^ in  China  and 
Turkey. 

China *fi  '1948  soybean  crop  of  210.8  million  bushels  is  the  largest 
since  the  middle  1930's,  despite  a  3 -percent  acreage   reduction  from  19^7. 
China  (excluding  Manchuria)  is  the  world's  largest  soybean  producer  and 
consumes  the  greatest  quantity  as  food  or  in  the  preparation  of  food 
products . 

1/  Additional  copies  of  this  article  may  be  obtained  from  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 
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The  I9I+8  estimate  for  Manchurian  soybean  output  is  not  available. 
It  seems  quite  likely,  however,  that  production  will  be  less  than  the 
small  harvest  of  119  million  bushels  a  year  ago.    There  has  been  a 
tendency  to  divert  to  foodgrains  land  normally  planted  to  soybeans 
chiefly  because  of  the  difficulty  in  marketing  the  beans.  Typhoon 
and  floods  in  some  parts  of  the  country  probably  reduced  the  crop. 

Exports  of  soybeans  and  products  in  terms  of  beans  totaled  only 
532.000  bushels  during  the  crop  year  (October -September)  I9I+7-I+8  compared 
with  103,069,000  during  the  5  years  ending  September  1939. 

Japanese  soybean  production  has  increased  annually  since  19^-5  but 
has  not  reached  the  prewar  average.    The  I9I+8  estimate  of  8.7  million 
bushels  is  1.6  million  bushels  larger  than  in  I9V7. 

Soybean  production  in  South  Korea  showed  a  marked  increase  in  19^3. 
The  preliminary  forecast  is  9.3  million  bushels  against  I+.9  million 
last  year.    The  crop  produced  in  this. part  of  Korea  is  now  utilized 
within  the  country.     It  is  estimated  that  about  1+0  percent  is  consumed 
on  farms  and  a  large  percentage  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  soya  sauce, 
paste ,  and  other  edible  products. 

Netherlands  Indies  (Java)  soybean  production  has  gradually 
recovered  from  the  low  output  of  2,2  million  bushels  In  19^+5,  and  the  19^8 
crop  is  estimated  at  7*7  million  or  only  20  percent  less  than  the  1935-39 
average.    A  larger  crop  was  anticipated  but  drought  reduced  the  yield  in 
some  areas  and  several  thousand  acres  were  destroyed  by  rodents.  No 
exportable  surplus  will  be- available  from  the  current  crop. 

Turkey  has  increased  soybean  production  during  the  past  2  years. 
The  19^8  forecast  is  70,000  bushels  compared  with  55,000  last  year  and 
16,000  in  I9I+6.    Apparently  soybeans  are  grown  chiefly  for  export  since 
36,000  bushels  were  shipped  during  January-May  I9I+8,  and  18,000  bushels 
in  191+7. 

Brazil  has  grown  soybeans  for  more  than  a  decade,  but  production 
was  negligible  until  the  past  2  years  when  there  was  a  marked  increase, 
especially  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.    The  I9I+8  crop  for  all  Brazil  is  esti- 
mated at  690,000  bushels  compared  with  1+80,000  in  I9I+7  and  1^7,000  in 
19^6. 

Only  2  countries  in  Africa  appear  interested  in  growing  soybeans. 
Tanganyika1  s  production  amounted  to  15,000  bushels  in  I9I+6,  then  dropped 
to  8,000  the  following  year  but  rose  to  53,000  in  I9I+8.    Of  this  year's 
crop  35,000  bushels  have  been  designated  for  export,  probably  to  the 
United  Kingdom.  '* 

Soybean  production  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  has  not  been  reported 
.for  I9I+8.    In  1947,  however,  the  output  was  933,000  bushels  compared  with 
56,000  a  year  earlier,  which  indicates  an  increasing  interest  in  the  crop. 

(Text  Continued  on  Page  479) 
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SLIGHTLY  LAEGEE  WORLD  CACAO  BEAN  PRODUCTION  FORECAST 

World  production  of  cacao  leans  for  the  1948-49  season  will  le 
slightly  larger  than  1947-48  "but  still  below  the  1935-39  average ,  accord- 
ing to  early-season  forecasts.    The  current  production,  forecast  at 
1,413,000,000  pounds,  compares  with  a  revised  1947-48  production  of 
1,352,000,000  pounds  and  the  1935-39  average  of  about  1,579,000,000  pounds 

Production  in  Africa,  which  normally  produces  about  two-thirds 
of  the  world  crop,  is  forecast  at  9^3,000,000  pounds  compared  with 
864,000,000  for  1947-48,    Weather  conditions  generally  have  "been  more 
favorable  for  the  1948-49  crop  than  they  were  for  the  previous  one.  De- 
spite the  spread  of  swollen-shoot  disease  in  the  Gold  Coast,  it  appears 
that  the  current  crop  will  exceed  the  1947-48  outturn.    Although  crops 
in  the  French  Colonies  are  forecast  somewhat  higher  than  last  year,  new 
laws  regarding  grading  of  cacao  for  export  may  prevent  exportation  of 
all  the  cacao  produced.    Production  in  Asia  and  Oceania,  forecast  at 
15,800,000  pounds,  would  exceed  last  season's  outturn  "by  about  2,000,000 
pounds .    Western  Hemisphere  production,  placed  at  455,000,000  pounds, 
"would  be  slightly  more  than  in  1947 -48  „ 

Africa.    Production  in  the  Gold  Coast,  forecast  at  500,000,000  pounds, 
■would  be  the  largest  crop  in  tiie  postwar  period,  although  below  the 
1935-39  average  of  over  600,000,000  pounds  annually,    The  forecast  for 
a  larger  crop  this  season  is  based  on  reports  of  more  favorable  weather 
conditions  and  the  fact  that  new  trees  are  beginning  to  bear  in  Ashanti 
where  swollen-shoot  is  not  so  prevalent  as  in  the  Eastern  Province. 

Swollen-shoot  disease  continues  to  spread  in  the  Gold  Coast.  For 
the  present,  the  compulsory  cutting-out  program  has  teen  abandoned  as  a 
result  of  local  opposition.     Cacao  trees  infected  with  swollen-shoot 
are  being  destroyed  only  when  requested  by  the  farmers.    The  situation 
is  not  encouraging „    In  areas  where  swollen-shoot  has  devastated  a  large 
part  of  the  cacao  acreage,  farmers  are  willing  to  have  infected  trees 
destroyed,  but  they  object  in  areas  where  the  disease  is  just  beginning 
on  account  of  the  loss  in  income „     Inasmuch  as  the  disease  is  spread 
from  tree  to  tree  by  insect  vectors,  the  cuxting-out  method  of  control 
cannot  be  effective  unless  infected  trees  are  destroyed  promptly. 

Nigeria :  s  1948-49  crop  is  forecast  at  200,000,000  pounds  and  com- 
pares with  the  previous  season's  low  outturn  of  about  17O,O00,$3O 
pounds.    Excessive  rains  last  season  were  mainly  responsible  for  the 
low  1947-48  outturn.    Weather  conditions  have  been  much  more  favorabla 
for  the  1948-49  crop,  and  it  appears  that  at  least  200,000,000  pounds 
of  cacao  beans  will  be  harvested.    Very  little  swollen-shoot  disease 
is  found  in  Nigeria. 

Information  on  current  cacao  production  in  French  Colonial  areas 
of  Africa  is  very  limited,  but  all  indications  are  that  the  crops  will 
be  larger  than  during  the  previous  season.    Forecasts  of  1948-49  Ivory 
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Coast  production  vary  from  80,000,000  to  97,000,000  pounds.    The  combined 
crops  in  the  French  Cameroons  and  French  Equatorial  Africa  are  expected 
to  total  at  least  100,000,000  pounds.    Cameroon  cacao  is  frequently  of 
low  quality,  however ,  .  owing  to  inferior  methods  of  curing,  and  a  large 
part  of  the  output  probably  will  fall  below  export  standards  put  into 
effect- for  the  first  .time  this  season.    The  dispostion  of  beans  considered 
unfit  for  export  is  not  known. 

No  forecast  is  available  concerning  the  194b,---49  cacao  crop  in  the 
Belgian  Congo, :  but  indications  are  that  it  will  exceed  the  1947-48  outturn 
of  3,500,000  pounds.,  As  a,  result  of  high  world  cacao  prices,  attempts 
are  being  made  to  increase  the  Congo's  production.    During  1947  about 
2,500  additional  acres  were  planted  to  cacao,  and  new  plantings  have 
continued  in  1948..  Experiments  are  in  progress  to  determine  conditions 
under  which  optimum  ..yields  may  be  obtained.    A  large  palm  oil  company  ' 
is  successfully  growing  cacao  between  the  rows  of  palm  oil  trees. 

The  Americas;;' ,  The  Bahia  Cocoa  Institute  forecasts  1948-49  production 
in  the  State  of  Bahia,.  Brazil,  at -209, 000 .,000  pounds.    Production  in  the 
States  of  Amazonas,  ..Para,  and  Espirito  Santo  is  placed  at  9,000,000 
pounds ,  making ; a  total  of  218,0.00,000  pounds  for  all  of  Brazil,  com- 
pared with  225,000,000  pounds  in  1947-48.    The  1948-49  midcrop  in  Bahia 
was  considerably  less  than ' the  previous . season 1 s  mid-crop,  which  largely 
accounts  for  the  smaller  Brazilian  crop," 

A  crop  of ■ 65,000,000  pounds  is  forecast  for  the  Dominican  Republic 

in  comparison  with  62,000,000  pounds  in.  1947-48.  :The"mid-crop,  normally 

harvested  fromOctober  to  February,  is  late  this  season  with  heaviest 
picking  expected  in  December  or  January.    .  . 

Ecuador 's  production  is  expected  to  exceed  slightly  the  1947-48 
outturn' of  35,000,000  pounds.    No  permanent  reversal  of  the  downward 
trend  in  production  is  likely,  however,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
witches ' -broom  disease  and  the  paucity  of  new  plantings. 

The  1948-49  crop  in  Costa  Pica,  forecast  at  13,000,000  pounds, 
compares  with  about  12,000,000  pounds  in  the  previous  season.  The 
1948-49  main  crop  is  late  with  harvesting  starting  in  mid-November 
instead  of  early  October.    During  recent  years,  experimental  plantings- 
of  cacao  were  made  on  Costa  Rica's  Pacific 'Coast  near  Quepos .    It  now 
appears 'that  the  success  of  the  venture  will  result  in  additional  plant- 
ings in  the  area . 

Information  is  not  available  concerning  the  size  of  the  current 
crop  in  Venezuela,  but  it  may  be  expected  that  the  harvest  will  equal 
approximately  the  previous  season's,  in  view  of  favorable  prices  and 
efforts  heirig  made  by  the  Venezuelan  Government  to  increase  production. 


(Text  continued  on  Page  478;  table  follows) 
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:  CACAO:    Estimated  production  l/  of  cacao  "beans  in  principal 

producing  countries,  average  1935/39,  annual  1946/47  -  1948/4-9. 


Country 

Average 
1935/39.2/ 

1946/47  ' 

1947/48  3/; 

1948/49-  3/ 

NCETH  and  SOUTH  AMEEICA 
Costa  Eica 
Mexico 
I anama 
Cuba 

Dominican  Eepublic 

Haiti 

Jamaica 

Grenada 

Trinidad  &  To"bago 
Brazil 
Colombia 
Ecuador 
Venezue la 
Other  5/ 

1,000 
pounds 

14,356 
:  2,500 
10,418 

7,000 

54,049 
3,349 
4,750 
8,536 

31,635 
263,980 
:  25,000 

42,373 
36,934 
1,307 

1,000 
pounds 

8,400 
:  12,000 
6,500 

6,000 
69,500 
4,000 
4,160 
5,700 

8,435 
321,000 
24,250 
35,ooo 
38,000  . 

1,350 

1,000. 

pounds 

;:  12,000 
•  15,000 
'•■  6,600 

:  7,000 
62,000 
4,400' 
:  4,000 

:  6,000" 

:  ii,.®oo 
:  225,000 
24,250' 
35,ooo 

:  40,000 

1,350 

1,000 
pounds 

13,000 
15,500 
:  6,500 
:  7,000 
65,000 
4,500 
4,500 
6,000 
11,500 
218,000 
25,000 
:  36,500 
40,000 
1,450 

Total 

506^187 ' 

544,295 

•  '  453,600 

454,450 

AFEICA 

Belgian  Congo 
French  Cameroons  & 
Equatorial  Africa 
Ivory  Coast  &  Dahomey 
Gold  Coast  &  Togo 
Nigeria  &  Cameroons 
San  Thome  &  Principe  .' 
Spanish  Guinea 
Other  4/ 

2,809: 

60,221 

109, 937 : 
609,363: 
216,318 
22,496' 
25, 000 : 
8,727 

2,500 
85,000 

79,365 
430,000 

246,000 
20,000 
29,000 
7.485 

:  3>500 

97 ,000 
75,000 
475,000 
170,000 
18,000 

37,000" 
:  8,420 

;  3,600 
100,000 

80,000 
500,000 

200,000 
.  16,000 

35,000 

8,350 

Total     .  ■  : 

1,054,871 

899,350 

:  883,920 

942,950 

ASIA  and  OCEANIA 

Ceylon       _  ' 
Netherlands  Indies 

W    vjr  L-L  Xi.lC' d 

New  Hebrides 
Western  Samoa 

7,931 
3,310' 

3,916 
2,32b 

5,000 
1,000 

3,ioo 
6,000 

4,600 

:  1,000: 
linn ' 

'3,000 

-  5,000' 

5,500 
1,300 

knrt 

'  3,000 
5,600 

Total  * 

17,881; 

15,500 

14.000' 

15,800 

Grand  Total  : 

1,578,939; 

1,459,145 

1,351,520; 

1,413,200 

l/    Production  in  Brazil  is  given  for  the  12  months  May  1  -  April  30 .  Pro- 
duction in  most  of  the  other  countries  is  given  for  the  12  months  October  1  - 

September  30. 

2/    Export  data  have  been  used  for  all  countries  with  the  exception  of  Mexico, 
Cuba  and  Colombia.      3/  Preliminary. 

4/    Includes  Sierra  leone,  French  Togoland,  Madagascar,  and  Angola. 
5/    Includes  El  Salvador,  Nicaragua,  and  Dominica. 

Compiled  or  estimated  from  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments  and  United 
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WORLD  OATS  AND  BARLEY  CROPS  REVISED  UPWARD 

World  production  of  barley  and  oats  in  "1948  is  now  estimated  to  be 
slightly  larger  than  forecast  in  October }  according  to  latest  information 
of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    The  oats  crop  is  now 
estimated  at  4,335  million  bushels,  compared  with  the  earlier  estimate  of 
4,290  million  bushels.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October  18.) 
There  is  no  change  in  the  previously  estimated  world  barley  figure  of 
2,425  million  bushels.    The  world  total  for  these  two  grains  is  slightly 
above  average  since  the  barley  outturn  was  a  little  above  the  1935-39 
level  and  oats  only  fractionally  below  that  average.    Each  crop  was 
larger  than  the  small  1947  harvest  by  over  10  percent. 

The  principal  change  entering  into  the  net  increase  of  45  million 
bushels  for  oats  was  the  increase  of  48  million  bushels  in  the  European 
total.    Other  than  that,  the  downward  revision  of  4  million  bushels  in 
the  total  for  North  America  was  the  only  significant  change. 

Oats  production  of  1,853  million  bushels  in  North  America  was  about 
a  fourth  larger  than  in  1947  and  a  third  above  the  prewar  average  of 
1,384  million.    Most  of  the  increase  was  in  the  United  States,  but  Canada 
also  had  a  large  crop.    North  American  barley  production  of  478  million 
bushels  exceeded  1947  production  by  12  percent  and  the  prewar  output  by 
nearly  one-half.    In  both  the  United  States  and  Canada,  barley  acreage 
and  yields  per  acre  were  substantially  above  prewar. 

Europe ' a  estimated  total  oats  production  of  1,368  million  bushels 
was  above  I947  by  about  175  million  bushels,  but  240  million  below  the 
1935-39  average.    The  crop  of  235  million  bushels  in  France  was  only 
about  three-fourths  of  prewar,  while  the  United  Kingdom  produced  nearly 
one-half  more.    The  European  barley  total,  now  placed  at  635,  million 
bushels,  is  14 -percent  above  I947  and  within  5  percent  of  the  1935-39 
average . 

Near-average  (1935-39)  yields  are  still  indicated  for  the  Soviet 
Union.  Acreage  somewhat  smaller  than  during  that  period,  however,  is 
believed  to  have  brought  the  total  outturn  considerably  below  average. 

In  Asia  the  oats  estimate  of  100  million  bushels  is  considerably 
above  1947,  and  a  little  above  the  prewar  average.    Barley  production, 
now  placed  at  748  million  bushels,  is  slightly  above  I947  but  slightly 
below  prewar.    China  with  354  million  bushels  has  about  an  average  crop, 
as  has  India  with  102  million. 

Africa's  total  oats  production  remains  estimated  at  26  million  bushels. 
The  barley  crop  estimated  at  127  million  bushels,  is  much  above  1947  and 
slightly  above  the  1935-39  average. 

Estimates  for  Southern  Hemisphere  countries  have  changed  very  little. 
Harvests  are  now  in  progress  there,  and  while  there  are  no  official 
estimates  available,  indications  point  to  above-average  crops  of  both 

(Text  continued  on  Page  479; 
tables  on  following  pages) 
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WORLD'S  PRODUCTION  OF  HOPS  CONTINUES  BELOW  PREWAR  LEVEL  if 

The  1948  production  of  hops  In  reporting  countries  which  "before  the  war 
accounted  for  more  than  90  percent  of  the  world's  total  is  now  indicated  at 
approximately  117-3  million  pounds,  according  to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agri- 
cultural Relations.    This  compares  with  111.1  million  pounds  produced  in  the 
same  countries  in  1947  and  with  the  prewar  (1934-38)  average  of  120.9  mil- 
lion pounds  for  approximately  the  same  areas.    However,  marked  shifts  have 
occurred  in  a  number  of  countries  both  in  the  levels  of  production  and  trade. 

Some  recovery  from  wartime  lows  is  reported  in  several  of  the  important 
producing  areas  in  central  Europe,  but  the  estimated  harvest  in  that  area  is 
still  about  40  percent  under  the  prewar  aA^erage.  On  the  other  hand,  produc- 
tion In  the  united  States  (November  10  estimate),  while  virtually  unchanged 
from  a  year  ago,  is  still  substantially  above  the  prewar  average.  The  crop 
in  the  United  Kingdom  is  reported  to  be  well  above  both  that  of  19^7  and  the 
prewar  le~rel. 

Table  I.  World  Production  of  Hops,  Average  1934-38  if,  Annual  1945-48  a/ 


Country 

:  Average  : 
:  1934-38  : 

1945  ; 

1946  • 

19^7  \ 

1948 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

1, 000 

pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000  ! 
pounds 

1,000 

pounds 

New  Zealand   

Union  of  South  Africa 

38,977  ' 
1,612 

 :    28, 023 

 :  21,462 

 :  20,033 

4,936 

. . . . :  875 

5/ 

56,772 
1,728 

31,685 
8,204 

2,940 
1,187 

!  5/ 

900 

:  183 

:  53,171 
:  2,502 
:  31,662 
:  11,558 

:     10, 362 
:  2,584 
:  1,621 

:  1,822 
:  544 
:  214 

50,098 
:      2,491  • 
.  29,120 

10, 320 

12,346 
:      2, 072 
:  1,377 

:  2,325 
:  753 
:  235 

50,125 
1,721 
33,600 
12,125 

12,566 
.  1,874 
:  1,543 

:  2,498 
:  987 
290 

World  Total  of 

:  120,881 

: 103, 554 

:  116, 140 

:  111,137 

117,329 

1/  International  Yearbook  of  Agricultural  Statistics,  1941-42  to  1945-46, 
Rome,   Italy,   194^.        2/  Official  and  trade  soirees.        3/  4-year  average. 
4/  Includes  (in  thousands  of  pounds)  Austria  106,  Hungary  146,  Foland  3,907, 
Rumania  42,  Yugoslavia  3,977,  and  U.S.3.R.  2,205.        5/  Not  reported. 
6/  Excludes  "Other  Europe,"  for  which  no  postwar  crop  figures  are  available. 


if  A  more  extensive  statement  may  be  obtained  from  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations. 
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COMMODITY      DEVELOPMENT  S 


GRAINS,  GRAIN"  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

CEYLON'S  RICE  IMPORTS  GAIN, 
BUT  STILL  BELOW  PREWAR 

Rice  imports  into  Ceylon  during  the  January -Sept ember  period  of 
1948  equalled  775  million  pounds  compared  -with  507  million  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year,  and -with  589  million  pounds 
during  the-  calendar  year  1947.    Receipts  during  the  period  exceeded  - 
slightly  80  percent  of  the  rice  allocated  to  Ceylon  during  1948  "by  the 
International  Emergency  Food  Council.    Although  imports  were  larger 
than  in  1947,  they  remained  substantially  below  prewar  takings. 


Imports  during  the  October -December  quarter,.  1-948,  were- -becoming 
increasingly  difficult  for  Ceylon  to  obtain,  primarily  -because  of 
restriction  of  and  higher  prices  demanded  for  Burma  rice-.-   Tn  lieu  of 
Burma  allocations,  some  rice  'may  be  imported  from  Italy  toward  the  end 
of  the  year.  .   

CEYLON:    Rice  imports  by  country,  January -September  1948, 

:with  comparisons  '    


Country 

Average 
!  1935-39 

:  19^8 

of  | 
origin 

:  1947 

January - 
March  - 

:  ;  'Apr  il- 
:  'June 

July- 

Sept ember 

:  January - 
September 

:  Million 

:  Million 

Million 

:  Million  ' 

'  'Million 

:  Million 

pounds 

:  pounds 

pounds' 

;  pounds 

pounds 

;  pounds 

British  India  .... 

:  a/ 

!  a/ 

■  191 

0 

:  •.a/;-': 

"    a/  i 

Burma 

79^ 

:  318 

:-  - -  m  ■  • 

'  '  251 

;  582 

Siam  ..,..0....... 

:  202.. 

:  0 

.-.    -  -  0  , 

f,    ■  •  '  •  •  0 

:           0  : 

-  0 

•  23 
0 

:           0  • 

r          0  ; 

•  ■ '  '  "   0  . 

:           0  : 

0 

:          79  . 

86  i 

:  -.•••-43 

45  ! 

:  174 

Braz  il  .  0 ..........  a 

Other  countries.  ., 

0. 

.  8  . 

l   •    177  . 

1 : . :     15  : 

'..  -  ■    0  •: 

-          0  ; 

t  19': 

'  0 ' ; 

0  : 

■     •  -  0  : 

19 
0 

1,218 

589  : 

141  : 

338  : 

296  : 

:  775 

a/  Less  than  1,000,000  pounds. 
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ARGENTINE  TALLOW  AND 
CATTLE -FAT  EXPORTS 

The  following  table  shows  Argentine  tallow  and  cattle -fat 
for  September  1958    with  comparisons: 

ARGENTINA:    Tallow  and  cattle -fat  exports, 
September  1958  with  comparisons 
(Gross  weight) 


jxporxs 


Country  of  destination 

:  Average  : 
:  1935-39  : 

19V? 

: January - 

September 

:  September 

:  1947 

:  1958  a/ 

:     1958  a/ 

:    Short  •  : 

Short' 

:  Short 

:  Short  . 

:  Short 

: '     tons  -  ■•: 

tons 

tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

North  America:              ••■  ' 

•    -  •. 

7  : 

:  6,380 

Cl^b  3.  •  •  •  •                         •      *  -  •  •  *  •  -«  4 

.:     .  377 

-■■  15 

:'-•  15 

:  1,985 

MgXI C O  • ,«  •  •  •.•;•-.«••  •  <«••••  • 

.:         11  :' 

659 

:  656 

799 

:  799 

1  566 

•  63 

1,573 

:  1,570 

:  8,930 

:  63 

.:     1,915  : 

5,807 

5,297 

:  5,675 

26 

Europe: 


 :  2,975 

i-  1,596- 

......:  937 

::•  1,238 

•  •              •  •  •  •  •  * 

..;..:  2,082. 

:'  3,581 

Netherlands  . 

....:..:.  7,875 

:.  2,988 

•  ••••*.    lj  2^^' 

-r  -  "8,106  • 

.....:  1,695 

:  2,51.3 

.....:  1A33 

:  1,202 
:•  19,37^ 

.,...:;  17,903 

.....:.  16,767 

:  2,798 

Total  ;  . . . :  ,52,662    :.  53,296 

Soviet  Union  :'      -       :  5,508 

Others...'.  .  :.      313    :.  66l 


1,155 

1,238' 

3,128 

2,988 

3,986 

2,513 

1,137 

15,589 
1,858 

33-582 


Grand  total. .. .  :  ,65,240     :  .55,755" 


.5,508 
518 


570 
3,886 
13 
553 
173 


•  581 

29,505 
2,073. 
37,155. 
6,890 


5,10L 


5,101 


44.275 


656 
58,295 


5,190 


a/  Preliminary.     

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  consular  reports. 
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The  following  table  shows  Argentine  lard  exports  for  September  1948 
with  comparisons: 

ARGENTINA:    Lard  exports,  September  1948- with  comparisons 

(gross  Weight)-. 


Country  of  destination 

'  Average ' 

!- .  1947 

:  January-September 

: September 
:  1948  a/ 

:  1935-39  ' 

:  19^7 

:     1948  a/ 

:    Short  ~ 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  '  Short  • 
:  tons 

:  Short 

:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

North  America:  . 

"  63 

- 

-803 

i^e  UIlt?X'Xd.IJ.U.t3    Weal    xiivxxe  3 

;  ;Oj 

!  : '  583  • 

. .   i 

- 

.  l4l 

\  iki 

10 

.10- 

.  724 

.  :  "  724 

•  .  ' "814 

:  73 

South  Amer  lea  ....... 

3.  ^49 

•  .2,816 

974 

Europe: 

Hungary.  ■  

2,389 

2 . 389 

446.  ■  ■ 

4,231+ 

:  :4,234 

817  • 

J  6,673-: 
'  919  : 

■  3,755 
^585  " 

i  3,755'  • 
;  '  ' 582' ' : 

'  •  6, 998 
170  : 

2,327 

.   7,719  : 

10, 963 

10,960  : 

10,431  : 

2,327- 

Others  : 

163  .  : 

157  : 

157  ! 

27  : 

Grand  total 

8,567  I 

15:,  193  : 

14,657  .  : 

12,246  .  : 

•  2,400  ■ 

a/  Pre  1  imi nary 
Compiled  from  official  sources  and  consular  reports. 
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COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

COTTON-PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 

The  following  table  shovs  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign  markets, 
converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange ; 


COTTON:    Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  and  the 
U.  S.  gulf -port  average 


kind,  and  quality 

1948 

TTn  i  t  of 
ve  i  "fc 

#               IT  W  A.  —  J.  J.  VJ 

TTn  i  t  of 

:  Price  in 
:  foreign 
:  currency 

Equivalent 
;U.  S.  cents 
:per  pound 

Alexandria  : 

rKantar 

12—9 

-  99. Op  Ids. 

:Tallari 

:  49.85 

:       41 . 59 

Ashmouni,  F.G.F  

!! 

IT 

11 

:  47.10 

:  39.30 

II 

If 

ti 

:  .  86.95 

:  72.55 

11 

H 

tt 

;  (not 

:quoted) 

Bombay  .  : 

:  Candy 

Jarila,  Fine   : 

!l 

:  784  lbs. 

:Rupee 

:  610.00 

:  23.47 

Broach,  Fine   : 

!1 

:a/  65O.OO 

:  25.01 

Kampala,  East  African   : 

!! 

1 ! 

1 1 

:  (not 

: available) 

Karachi  : 

:Maund 

4F  Punjat),  S.G. ,  Fine  : 

12-8 

:  82.28  lbs. 

TI 

:  72.00 

:  26.40 

289F  Sind, .  S.G. ,  Fine  : 

it 

1  n 

:  87.80 

:  32.19 

289F  Punjab,  S.G. ,  Fine  ...: 

it 

»  !T 

:  94.00 

:  34.46 

Buenos  Aires  : 

•Metric  ton 

Type  B  : 

12-9 

:  2204.6  lbs. 

'Peso 

a/3350.00 

:  45.24 

Lima  : 

Sp .  quintal 

12-7  . 

101.4  lbs. 

Sol 

a/  180.00 

27.37 

Pima,  Type  1   ; 

ti 

it 

it 

279-00'  : 

42.42 

Recife  : 

Arroba 

Mata,  Type  k   : 

12-9  : 

33.07  lbs.  : 

Cruzeiro  : 

187.00  : 

30,77 

II  ; 

11  • 

195.00  : 

32.08 

Sao  Paulo  : 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5  ; 

n  j 

it  , 

11  t 

204.00  : 

33.56 

Torre on  : 

Sp ,  quintal  ; 

Middling,  15/16"  : 

11 

101.4  lbs.  : 

Peso.  ; 

182.00  : 

26.06 

Houston -Galveston -New  : 

Orleans  av.  Mid.  15/16" 

11  . 

Pound  : 

Cent  : 

XXXXX  : 

31.83 

Quotations  of  foreign  markets 
spot  markets, 
a/    Nominal . 

reported  by  cable. 

U.  S.  quotations  from 

designated 

December  13,  1948 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


478 


WORLD  CACAO- -  ( Continued  from  Page  466  ) 

Forecasts  place  production  in  the  British  West  Indies  (Jamaica, 
Grenada,  Trinidad  and  Tobago)  at  slightly  more  than  the -21, 000,000  pounds 
estimated  for  19^7-^+8.    Little  progress  appears  to  have  "been  made  against 
witches ( -broom  disease  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago.     This  disease  has  been  re- 
sponsible for  a  drop  in  production  in  these  Islands  to  about  one -third  of 
the  1935-39  average  of  32,000,000  pounds  annually.    A  slight  increase  in 
production  is  expected  in  Jamaica.    No  forecast  is  available  for  Grenada, 
but  the  current  crop  probably  will  approximate  the  lyk-T-kQ  production  of 
6,000,000  pounds,  since  weather  conditions  are  believed  to  have  been  fa- 
vorable.   No  witches ' -broom  has  been  reported  in  Jamaica  and  Grenada. 

Asia  and  Oceania.     Ceylon's  19^8-^9  production  is  forecast  at  5> 500, 000 
pounds,  which  is  nearly  a  million  pounds  larger  than  the  19^-7-^8  crop, 
but  still  below  the  1935-39  average  of  about  8,000,000  pounds  annually. 
Production  in  the  Netherlands  Indies,  currently  estimated  at  1.000,000 
pounds,  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  "domestic  requirements.     Since  the  cacao 
is  a  flavor  grade,  some  of  it  may  be  exported,  provided  it  can  be  re- 
placed by  imports  of  ordinary  grade  cacao.     Only  fragmentary  information 
Is  available  on  the  cacao  situation  in  New  Guinea,  New  Hebrides  and 
Western  Samoa,     It  appears  that  Western  Samoa  may  have  a  crop  of  5,600,000 
pl)un_d"in~19iT8-^9,  and  New  Guinea  and  New  Hebrides,  ^00,000  and  3,000,000 
pounds,  respectively. 


This  is  one -of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agri- 
cultural production  prepared  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Re- 
lations Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this 
report,  the  Committee  was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman,  J. 
Barnard  Gibbs,  Helen  B.  Whitmore,  Mary  E.  Long,  and  Constance  H. 
Farnworth . 


ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENTS 


Uruguayan  export  authorities  have  just  opened  a  quota  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  50,000  metric  tons  of  wheat  at  the  most  favorable  exchange  rate, 
1.88  pesos  per  U.  S.  $1.00  (53-19^  per  peso),  according  to  an  air gram  from 
the  American  Embassy,  Montevideo.     The  basic  buying  rate  for  the  U.  S. 
dollar  is  1.519  pesos  65.83^  per  peso),  but  several  intermediate  rates 
have  been  set  for  proceeds  of  certain  exports,  thus  constituting  an  in- 
direct subsidization  of  such  exportation. 

After  several  years  of  declining  acreage  and  below-average  wheat  pro- 
duction, Uruguay's  policy  of  fixed  prices  to  farmers,  implemented  by  di- 
rect Government  buying  from  the  farmers,   last  year  resulted  in  a  reversal 
of  its  former  import  position.     The  prices  for  last  year's  wheat  crop  were 
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16„50  to  19.10  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($3°31  to  $3.^2  per  bushel  at  the 
basic  buying  rate)  to  farmers  and  a  subsidized  price  of  14. 30  pesos  per 
100  kilograms  ($2.65  per  bushel  at  the  basic  rate)  to  millers.    The  price 
to  farmers  for  the  I948-49  crop  has  been  set  at  170  pesos  per  ton  ($3.05 
per  bushel  at  the  basic  rate)  for  wheat  delivered  to  Montevideo  in  bulk. 
Last  year's  crop  provided  an  exportable  surplus  which  permitted  repayment 
to  Argentina  of  an  earlier  wheat  loan  of  8,500  metric  tons  and  exportation 
of  about  60,000  metric  tons  of  flour-,  in  terms  of  wheat,  to  Brazil , 

Although  this  year's  crop  is  just  beginning  to  be  harvested,  it  is 
anticipated  that  there  will  again  be  a  surplus  of  at  least  50,000  metric 
tons  of  wheat,     In  view  of  its  policy  of  subsidization  of  the  wheat 
producer,  the  extraordinarily  large  crops  of  this  year  and  last  constitute 
a  matter  of  concern  to  the  Urguayan  Government. 

WORLD  SOYBEANS --(Continued  from  Page  463) 

Cultivation  of  soybeans  in  Australia  is  still  in  the  experimental 
stage  and  is  confined  to  certain  districts  in  New  South  Wales  and  Queens- 
land where  production  totaled  only  500  bushels  in  the  1947-48  crop  year. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  prepared  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report,  the  Committee 
was  composed  of  Joseph  A,  Becker,  Chairman,  C.  M.  Purves,  R.  S,  Kifer, 
Regina  Kcyle,   and  Helen  Francis. 

WORLD  OATS  AND  BARLEY- - (Continued  from  Page  458) 

barley  and  oats  in  Australia  and  a  larger  than  average  barley  harvest 
in  South  America.    The  production  of  o^ta  in  the  latter  area  is  expected 
to  be  about  15  percent  below  the  1935-39  average,  principally  because 
of  reduced  plantingB. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world 
agricultural  production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations.  Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this 
report,  the  Committee  was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman, 
CM.  Purves,  Robert  L.  Gastineau,  Judith  E.  Downey,  Lois  B.  Bacon, 
and  Constance  Farnworth. 


